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we 1 N this Tranſlation, 41 
© tho I hade ſometimes 


preſſions of the moſt 
Reverend Author, as I thought 
would be moſt agreeable to the 


(and even this but very ſeldom) 
get. I have every where taken 
care to keep exactly choſe to his 
wx Senſe. 
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The nent and 1 Defon of this 


2 WORK. 


AVERY confs ding Man muſt” 
needs obſerve, and good Men 
| > cannot but lament the many 
IV and great Evils, which have 
oc and are occaſioned by the Nums- 
ber of Sects and Parties, and different 
Opinions whereby Chriſtians are not 
only diſtinguiſhed, but divided and 
ſeparated one from the other. Many 
are in doubt which part they ought to 
take, and becoming thereby uncertain 


e 


of their eternal Salvation, are perplex- _ 


ed and troubled with the greateſt An- 
xiety and Inquietude of Mind. Many 
are ſo given up to wrangling and diſ- 


1 | puting, that they feem to have forgot- 


he 


ten both true Piety and Charity; from 
whence it eomes to paſs, that many, 
not knowing what to determine, take 
Occaſion from hence of rejecting all 
Rel gion as a Thing uncertain. The 
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Jes, the EHearbens, the ce 
and all ſorts of Infidels, do ſo 


terweading, ſome of them, moſt mon, 


ſtrous Opinions together With their 


Religion, that ſcarce any of them wil 
give themſelves the Trouble of ſo much 
as inguiting into the 
ſtian Faith. And, Laſily, The Hatred, 


the Slaughters, the Maſſacres, the Wars 


of Chriſtians againſt Chrifti ams, often for 
no other Cauſe but Difference in Re- 


ligion, or the Crime of Hereſy, as ſome 


love to call it, have long ſince given 
and ſtill do give great Scand. to al 
. ſober Men. 

Having therefore lag and feriquſl 
confidered with myſelf, whether it 
may be any way brought to paſs,” that 
_ theſe Diſcords of the Chriſtian Church 
{which are the Cauſe of ſo many E- 
vils) may either be reconciled or laid 
aſleep, and an univerſal Communion 
amongſt all Chriſtians reſtored and e- 
ſtabliſhed; I can find but two poſſible 


Ways of doing ſo good a Work, and 


ſo. delle to all Men who: are truly 


pious: . 


[Cofitemae| 
and even deride Chriftians} for thus 


2 differing among themſelves, and for in. 


"ruth 0 the Chri- 
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ny, has as yet produced very 


(3) 


ious: That 13 to 2% Rehe Af, that 76 


all Chriſtians. ſhould: come to an Agree 


ment in all ſuch Opinions about Reli- 


gion, as are thought to be of any Mo- 
ment. Or, ſecondly, that they ſhould 
agree in the Things that are neceſ- 
ary to Church Communion and eter- 


nal Salvation; and in all other Things 
ſhould allow to each other ſuch Liber- 
ty of Opinion, as may well be confil- 
tent with the Foundation. of Faith, 

with Peace, and a Holy Life. And 


ſince the firſt of theſe Ways, which 


in van has hitherto been tried by ma- 
little, be- 
ſides a great Number of Syſtems of Di- 
wnty, Profeſſions of Faith, one oppoſ<. 
ed to the other, perplexed and intri- 


cate Diſputations, and great Volumes of 


Controverſies, wherewith we are almoſt 
overwhelmed; either we muſt go into 
the other Way, or elſe, in all human 


Probability, the Peace of the Church 


muſt for ever be deſpaired of. Having 


thus concluded with myſelf, I have 


thought it proper to ſearch with Dili- 
gence for theſe ſame neceſſary Things, | 
or Fundamental; as _ are uſually cal- 
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led; and to ae he proper Us 
that is to be made of them. But he. 
ther I have hit the Mark at Which 1 
have aimed, I muſt leave to the ele 

ment of the pious and peaceable Rez. 
= N 
In the mean Time, 6a us ; all ear- 
vo neſtly pray-to God, T hat He would be 
pleaſed ſo to fill our Hearts with his 
Holy Spirit, that, fetting aſide the Stu- 
dy of Party, and all worldly Affections, 
we may diligently and induſtriouſy 
adhere to true Faith, Holjneſs, and" 
Peace, for the Merits of Jeſus Chris; 
To whom with the Father and the Hoh 
Ghoft be all Honour, Ei and ns 
tor ever. Amen. 
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7 71 E Word. Haden 
T 2s it is applied. to any Re- 
8 ligion or Church, being 

WMameta iphorical Ward; we 
thall in the firſt Place endeavour to 
find out the exact literal Meaning of 
it, that all 1 and n 

may be avoided. 
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An. The Church 2 Crit is 4 5 
eiety of Men owning an Obli un 
to live in Communion one with 
"ther, in the Profeſſion of that Faith L-c 
and Practice of thoſe Rules, which 1 5 
Feſus Chrift (by himſelf, or by Thale 
to whom he gave ſufficient Authority 
for that Purpoſe) has any Way pre 
ſcribed unto then. 
III. This Church, or Society, i 4 
ſometimes compared to a " Builiing, t 
and thoſe Doctrines of Faith and Rules Wl ; 
of Practice which are .abſalutely ne- 
ceſſary to fupport this Building, ſo uA 
to anſwer the End for which it wa a 
erected, may well be compared to its WM ( 
Foundation. And from hence each eff 
theſe fame Doctrines and Rules take t 
the Denomination of a Fundamental of 
Chriſtianity, _ . 
IV. Other Doctrines bod Rules there 0 
are, which tend to the frengtbenig ill 
and adorning of this ſame metaphor- 
cal Building, tho' not abſolutely ne: 
ceſſary to the very Being and Support Wl | 
of it: And fuch Doctrines and Rules WW 
as theſe may, for that Reaſon be di. 
ſtin * from the Fundamentals a 
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V. Where the” Profeſſion of any 


particular Doctrine, or the Practice of 
any Particular Rule, is abſolutely ne- 
eeſſary to qualify. a Man to make a. 


Part of this Building, or to be a Mem- 
ber of this ſame Church or Society; 
ſuch Doctrine or Rule muſt needs be 
e a Fundamental of Chriſtani. 

But if a Man may be and continue 


a Pie of the Building, that is to fay, a 7 
Member of the Church, ſo as to 2 


all the Rights and Privileges to ſuc 
: Member, by the Appointment of 
Chrift, beloti ging, without the pro- 
feſſing of this or that particular E Pod- 
trine, or the Practice of this er that 
particular Rule; ſuch particular Doc- 
tine or Rule is to be looked upon not 
as a Fundamental, but Wonfut amental 
of Chriſtianit .. en en 
VI. It being (as all do allow) the 
wed every Edrintian to'tndeavour, 
according to his Capacity ànd Oppor- 
tunities, F increaſe Am elt del Not 
ledge (that thereby he may be enabled 


to 0 the more Good, and beth to de- 
fend 
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fundamentals of Chriſtianity, if affected 
in the Sight of God, be accounted fins 
tance, deſtructive of Salvation. Bit of 
alone, who is the Searcher of Hearts, i 


Man profeſſes to adhere to all the Fun. 


22 q 


fend Fa adorn the Religion which tel 


profeſſes, as alſo to nin others ig 

* 9 From henee it follows, that bt 
Tor, or Ignorance, even in the Ny. 
or proceeding from Negligence, wil 
ful: and conſequently, without Repen, 
ſuch Error or Ignorance, as this, C00 
capable of judging -; and as long as a 


damentals of Chriſtianity, and does not 
defeat this his Profeflion, either in 


Words, or by his external Actions (0 


which alone other Men are capable of 
judging) ſo long is he to be retained 
in the Communion of the Church, and 
to be looked upon as a true Member of 
at: And ifhe ſecretly cheriſhes any thing 
in his Heart, that is not conſiſtent with 
this Profeſſion, nor can be reconciled 
with it; he muſt be left to the Judg- 
ment —5 God alone, as long as it is im- 
poſſible for Man to make a clear di- 


covery of this his Diſſunulation. 6 


VII. But if they, WhO ng, . Avtho- 


vit 


rity in the Chriſtian Church, do find 
2 Man to be fo ignorant or erroneous 
in the Fundamentals of Chriſtianity, as. 
not to be ſufficiently qualified to be, 
or continue, a Member of the Chriſtian: - 
Church, they ought not to admit him 
as ſuch, or allow him Chriſtian Com- 
anion until he is better inſtructed,” 
and makes ſuch Profeſſion of Faith, 
and Promiſe of Obedience, as are ne- 
ceſſary to be made by every Member 
of the Church : Always excepting In- 
fants, and thoſe who are under the like 
Incapacity with them'; about whoſe 
Reception into the Church by Baptiſm, 
this is no proper Place of entering into 
a Diſpute. oa AE 
VIII. Here, then, two Queſtions a- 
nile; Firſt, What are thoſe Doctrines 
| of Faith, and Rules of Practice, which 
are to be looked upon as Fundamentals, 
of Chriſtianity ? Or, in other Terms, 
0 be abſolutely neceſſary to qualify a 
Man to be a Member of the. Chriſtian 
Church or Society, and to be entitled 
to the Rights and Privileges to ſuch a 
Member belonging? And, Secondly, 
What Degree of Aſſent, Belief, or Per- 
„ ſuaſion, 


| ſuaſion, is neceſſay for ſuch a Man th 
make Profeſſion of theſe Doctrines of 


Faith, and to own his Obligation to 


conform to theſe Rules of Practice, 
and conſequently to take both theſe 


Things upon him. 


IX. Inſtead of giving any Anſive 
of mine own to the firſt of theſe Que. 


ſtions, I ſhall rather chuſe to ſuggeſt 


what I take to have been the Judgment 


of the whole Chriſtian Church upon it, 
from the Days of the Apoſtles to this 


preſent Time. 


X. Waving therefore all Diſputo a 
bout the Baptiſm of Infants, it ſuffici- 


ently appears both from Scripture and 
Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, that all adult Per- 
ſons, who from Judaiſm or Heatheniſm 
were converted to Chriſtianity, were 
from the very Beginning admitted in- 
to the Church by Baptiſm ; according 


to Chriſt's own Appointment, Matt. 


xxviii. 19. and that every ſuch Perſon, 


before he was baptized, was required 


to make ſuch Profeſſion of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, as might be ſufficient 
to ſhew that, if he were ſincere in the 
Matter, he was duly qualified to be 2 


true 


"The 4 


of late Years, have rejected even Bap- 
tim itſelf, is too notorious to need 
any Proof. 

XI. From whence I ma ay, with all 
Aſſurance, draw this negative Conclu- 
fon, That whatever has no chere, at 
any Time, in the Chriſtian Church, been 


niverſal C hun ch, 7o be look'd upon as ne- 


eſſary togualify a Man to be a true Mem- | 


ber of her Society, or in other Terms, 
to be a fundamental Part of Chriftianity, 
XII. No Chriſtian Church that is, 
or ever was, upon Earth ( including 
even the Church of Rome itſelf ) has 
ever, that I can find, required any lar- 
ger Profeſſion from thoſe whom ſhe 


admitted into her Society by Baptiſm, 
but only to renounce all Sin and Wick 


edneſs, to own the Belief of the Chri- 
Nan Faith, as it is expreſſed in the Creed. 


B 2 com- 


? 


true and faithful Member of Chrifp 3 
Church: And that this ſame Practice 
has all along continued wherever the 
| Chriſtian Religion was profeſſed; ex- 
| cept among thoſe few Sectaries, who, | 


required as any Part f the Profeſſion of 
an Adult Perſon at his Admiſſion to Bap. 
½n, is not, in the Judgment of the U= 
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commonly called She Apoſtles Creed, ald 
to promiſe and vow Obedience to al 
| God's Commandments. It is indeed of 
very good Uſe, that every Chriſtian, 
If he be of Capacity for it, ſhould be far.} 
ther inſtructed in all the Things that 
belong to his Religion : But this being 
the tm Profeſſion that is, or ever was, 
required by any Church, in order to 
a Man's becoming a Member of her 
Society by Baptiſm, it follows, that m 
the Judgment of all Churches (J mean if 
they are impartial and conſiſtent with 
themſelves) nothing more ought to 
be required from any Man in order to 
his continuing a Member of the Church, 
into which he has, on the fole Conattion 
of this ſame Profeſſion, been admitted, 
but only an honeſt and fincere Perfor- 
mance of all that he has thns profeſed: 
And conſequently, that nothing be- 
yond this in Chriſtianity is to be 
 look'd upon as fundamental. 


XIII. I grant, indeed, that in the 
Apoſtles Creed, as we now have it, there 
is ſomething that is not to be look d 
upon as Fundamental, and of which it W | 
is poſſible a Man may be . | 
. N ER: + + | an | 


4» es. tem „ gael. Wy, Mg ep pd Ga Hoes FF + — R— , Y re 


and yet be a found and ſincere Mem 
ber of the Chriſtian Church. Thus, 
| for Example, If an unlearned Man 
ſhould not know, or not remember, 
that the Name of the Roman Gover- 
nour, under whom our bleſſed Saviour 
ſuffered, was Pontius Pilate, he yet 
might be never the worſe a Chriſtian: 


Meaning of which there has been fo 


if | much Controverſy among learned 


eh Men: But all that I now contend for 


ois, that, in the Judgment of all Chri- 


bn Churches (J mean, if they will 
be impartial, and conſiſtent with 
0 themſelves) nothing more in Chriſtia- 


l, nothing more is abſolutely neceſſary 


the Chriſtian Church, and to be ad- 
mitted thereunto by Baptiſm, but on- 
h boneſtly and ſincerely to confeſs his 
be Faith in the Words of the ApoPes Creed, 
Wl 2 <nounce all manner of Sin and 
1 Wickedneſs, and to promiſe and vow 
5 Obedience to all God's Command- 
ments: And if with the ſame Honeſty 

. and 
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and Sincerity he ee 18, are 


his whole Life, to perform all that be 


has thus profeſſed and promiſed, he 
will undoubtedly continue to be x 


ſound Member of the Church, mY N 
entitled to all the Benefits of Chriſtian 


Communion, and all the Rights and 
Privileges thereunto belonging. In. 
deed if a Man deſires to be admitted 
as a Teacher or Governour inany Church, 


it may be, and, as the State of Chri- 


ſtianity now is, I take it to be nece{- 


fary to lay him under ſome farther 

Conditions, of which I have now no 

Occaſion to ſpeak : But if all he aims WM. 
at be a full and free Enj joyment of the | 


Means of Salvation, and Chriſtian 
Communion, I cannot ſee why any 
Church ſhould require more from him 


than an honeſt and ſincere Performance 
of all that they themſelves required 


him to profeſs and undertake when he 


was admitted as one of their Members 
by Baptiſm. And let this ſuffice to 


have been ſpoken of the Judgment of 
the whole Church, touching the Number p 


of the Fundamentals of ChriftzanReligin, 


i: Which may * be e 1 52 
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the Terms and Conditions upon which” 
ſhe every where admits Adult Perſons 
into her Society by Baptiſm. / 

| XIV. I come now to the Second 
Queſtion propoſed (F. VIII,) wiz. 


Man [ 7. e. a Member of the Chriſtian 


[fundamental] Doctrines of Faith, and. 
to EA own, Obligation to conform to 
thefe [ fundamental ] Rules of Practice; 
and conſequently to take both theſe 
Things upon him. | 

XV. Whatever Difference there: may 
be apprehended to be, between the Sig- 


ſent, Belief, and Perſuaſion; yet every 
always entirely depend upon, and are 


d coaſequent to the former; nor is it 
c Wl potlible for a Man to believe or be per- 


dd of more or other than what he 


o Lives his Aſent to: For which Rea- 
F bn, and to avoid embaraſſing my Diſ- 


What Degree of Aſſent, Belief, or 
perſuaſion is neceſſary tor ok yr 


nification of theſe chew Words, A 


Church] to make Profeſſion. of theſe 


5 


£ 

n 

J 

n Man will allow, that the. two latter 
8 

d 


* ceurſe with more Words than are ne- | 


„ Nocflary, I may for the prefent be al- 


1 Wl owed to Foes. the two latter of theſe 


cm 1 Words, 


being very great Difference in the Ca. 


Fanding wherewith they are endowed, 
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Words, and only to retain the for 
A enn 
XVI. The Degree of Afent is alway, 
to be meaſured by theſe two Things; 
Hi, The Clearneſs of the Perceptin 
of the Thing aſſented to; andSecondy, 
The Strength of Conviction touching 
the Truth of it. If two Men aflent to 
one and the ſame Thing, and one of 
them has a more diſtin Notion or 
Idea thereof, or a ſtronger Convictiol 
of the Truth of it, than what the o. 
ther has; theſe two Perſons may be 
ſaid to have d:fferent Degrees of Aſſt 
touching this fame Thing : And there 


pacities of Men for clearly apprehend- 
ing, both whatever is propoſed to them, 
and alſo the Reaſons: and Arguments 
upon which the Truth of any ſuch thing 
relies; from hence it muſt ariſe, that 
when different Men aſſent to one and 
the ſame Thing, it muſt be with 4 
different Degree and Aſent, in propor- 
tion to the different Degrees of Unacr- 


or the different Dzgrees'of Car e "ond 
Diligence wherewith they haveapple 


CT oy 
their ſeveral Underſtandings, either 
truly to apprehend the Thing that is 
ropoſed to them, or the Reaſons and 
Arguments that are offered for the 
Truth of it. V 
XVII. Having thus ſhewn what I 


a mean by the Degree of Aſſent; for the 
more clear and orderly Proceeding in 


this Matter, it will not be amiſs to 
branch this Queſtion, which I am 
now upon, into two Parts, and di- 
ſtinctly to enquire, Fiiſt, What De- 
gree of Aﬀent to the Fundamentals of 
Chriſtianity is neceſſary in the Sight 


nt 

of God; or, (which is the very ſame 
„Thing in other Terms) What Degree 
d. of ſuch Aſſent does God require from 


„every Man: And, Secondly, What De- 
it eree of ſuch Aſſent is neceſſary with 
respect to the Church, that is to ſay, 
af ſufficient to entitle a Man to the Be- 
nd nefit of Chriſtian Communion. 
VIII. Touching the former of 
nM ficle Queſtions, It being on-all Hands 
„allowed, that God requires nothing 
ch that is npgſſible from any Man; . 
that no more is, or can be, in any Mans 
Power, or poſſible to him, in any Affair 
— >, = 


: , 


whatever, but only to uſe his beſt En. 
dieavours; it neceſſarily follows, that 
if a Man uſes his beſt Endeavours, by 
all ſuch Ways as are in his Power, th me 
find out the Fundamentals of Chriſtiz Ws" 
nity,” to form a clear and proper No. th. 
tion of them, to enquire after the Ar, be. 
guments by which the Truth of them 1 
and each of them is proved ; and, ac. hi 
cording as he is able to apprehend 
both the Things themſelves, and the 
Proof that is brought for them, ſo to 
give a proportionable Aﬀent to them: 
This being manifeſtly the very utmoſt WW 
that, in this Caſe, is in any Man's 
Power ; it follows (I ſay) that if a 
Man does all this with Honeſty, Sin- 
cerity, and his beſt Diligence, God 


will require no more from him; | 


8 
mo 


— — — 


mean, with reſpect to the Fundamen. 
zals of Chriſtianity: For that, belide WW. 
this, God may require from men, of WW, 
at leaſt from ſome Men, that they q 
ſhould alſo make Enquiry into Things WI. 
that are non. fundamental, is no more . 
than what I have in Effect already . 
faid, $. VI. + mf: | 


XIX. | But MI 


XIX. But ſuppoſe 4 Man has done 
his Endeavour in the Manner but now 
the Fundamentals of Chriſtianity, either 


them, are not ſufficiently propoſed'to, 
him, or that he wants ſufficient Ca- 


— 4. 


God will deal with thoſe who err or 
are in Ignorance even touching the. 


&” > -- „ Fa 3 


S 


. Co a 


S 7 


ſhewing any, and what Mercy to ſuch 


ay Man, nor conſequently any more 


: 12 2 
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mentioned, and yet that, after all, he 
gives no Degree of Aſſent to ſome. of 


becauſe they, or the Arguments for 


pacity to apprehend them: Is ſuch a, 
Man as this (it may be demanded.) 
in a State of Salvation? _Anſw. How 


moſt fundamental Points of Religion, 
End cannot help it, is a Secret which 
[cannot pretend to dive into. All 
I can ſay is, that he who is not a. 
Member of Chriſt's Church, is not in 
the ordinary Way of Salvation, neither 
has he any Promiſe of God, that I 
know of to depend upon: What ex-" 
traordinary or uncovenanted Way of 


an one God may have, is known to his 
own infinite Wiſdom alone; nor am 
to judge of it: All I venture to fay is, 
that God requires no Impoſjibility from 
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than his moſt honeſt, beſt, and dil. 
gent Endeavours, either in this or any | 
other Caſe: And if, after all a Man' 
Endeavours, he arrives only to a loy 
and weak Degree of Aſſent to the 
Fundamentals of Chriſtianity, yet if he 
lives in the Communion of Chrif 
Church, and gives due Obedience to 
all his Laws ; either I muſt conclude 
him to be in a ſure Way of Salvation, 
or elſe I muſt look upon the Caſe of 
the Bulk of all Chriſtians, even thok Bj 
that appear to be honeſt and ſincere, 
to be very doubtful, or rather indeed 
_ deſperate ; nor are there wanting di- 
verſe pregnant Paſlages in the New 
Teſtament, ( beſide the manifeſt Res- 
ſon of the Thing) to ſhew, that a 
Man may be weak in the Faith, and 
| yet a good and fincere Chriſtian, and 
conſequently acceptable to Gd. 
XX. Let us come then to the other 


rye ws E. 


Queſtion propoſed, viz, What Degree 
of Aſſent to the Fundamentals of Chri- 
ſtianity is neceſſary with reſpect to 7b! 
Church; that is to ſay, ſufficient to 
entitle a Man to the Privilege and Bũe | 
nefit of Chriſtian Communion:  . . 

e en e 
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XXI. No Church or Chuch-Goy 
vernour, Without immediate Inſpira-· 
tion from God (which in this. als, 
I ſuppoſe, is not to be expected ) can 
he able to diſcover whether. a Man 
ſincerely in his Heart believes what 
with his Mouth he profefles ; any far- 
cher than as they may gather the ſame 
from his other concurrent Words and 
Actions: Neither are hey able by 

any other Way to judge what Degree 
of Aſent he gives to the Fundamentals 
of Chriſtianity. For our Words and | 
outward Actions, we, may be accounts #F 
able to the Church, or the Gover- = 
nours of it; as in ſome Caſes we are 
ta all other Nene ties of which we are 
Members: But God alone is che Scarch- 
er of Hearts; and there fore he only is 
able truly to judge of the Thoughts and 
Intents of Ne” If then a Man makes 
Profeſſion of the Fundementels of Chri- 
franity, and ! 18 always read and Wil- 
ing to make Profeſſion of them in the 
fame Words wherein the. Church re- 
quires the like Profeſſion to be made 
the Time of Baptiſm; and if; his 

| Life, Converſation, Words, or Ac- 
0 <C | tions 


(26) 00 
tions are no Way contrary to this Pro. 
feſſion { abating for the common Frail. 
ties and Miſtakes to which we are al 
ſiubject) I ſee not what more the Church 
can require from him to ſhew that he 
gives ſuch a Degree of Aſent to the 
Fundamentals of Chriſtianity, as is ſuf. 
ficient to entitle him to the Benefit of 
Chriſtian Communion, and all the Pri. 
—_—_— TT 
XXII. For the clearer Explication q 
of this; Let us ſuppoſe that a Few, be. Will © 
ing ſo far convinced of the Truth of t 
Chriſtianity as to deſire to be admitted t 
into the Church by Baptiſm, ſhoull 
for that Purpoſe apply himſelf to 2 
Chriſtian Biſhop, and offer to make 
all that ſame Profeſſion, which now 
is or ever was required by any Church, 
as the Condition of -Paptiſm; ' and by 
the known Sobriety of his Life and 
Goodneſs of his Manners, ſhould ge 
all the Aſſurance that one Man can 
give to another, of his Honeſty and 
Sincerity in what he thus propoſes t0 
do; I demand, Is ſuch a Man as th, 
without any farther Examination, bo 
be admitted into the Church? £0 n 
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XXIII. You will ſay, Thati it is -oflible 
a Man may miſinterpret the beſt Words, 
and couch a very wrong and even he- 
retical Meaning under them; and there- 
fore, that in ſuch a Caſe, the Biſhop 
ought to make farther. Enquiry. into his 
Thoughts and. Conceptions of Hoſe 
Things, of which he. thus. declares 
himſelf willing to make Profeſſion, 
And farthermore, that ſince it con- 
duces not a little to the good of Reli- 
gion and the Peace of the Church; 
that Men ſhould have right Notions of 
the Non- fundamentals of Chriſtianity, 
or at leaſt of ſome of them: It would 
be very proper for the Biſhop to make 
Enquiry into his Opinions touching 
theſe Things alſo. 
XXIV. Let us ſuppoſe all chis to be 
done, and that the Convert Jem ſhould 
* 3 for himſelf: _ 

„That he had honeftly and 
Fee endeavoured, to the very beſt _ 
of his Capacity, to- underſtand the 
whole Covenant which God has been 
pleaſed to enter into with Man, thro? 
feſus Chriſt, and all the TEES £ 
of Chriſtianity, whether Doctrinal or 

E a2ͤ . FRexey 


Practical, in their true and 'genvine 
Senſe, which he humbly hopes and 
believes he underftands as far as is ne. 
_ reffary to his eternal Salvation, and 

Reception into the Church .; from 
which Senſe, through God's Help, he 
reſolves never to vary, out of ay 
ſiniſter or worldly Conſideration, 
any other Motive whatever, but that 
of inward Conviction, in Caſe that 
|  Hereafter he ſhonld be convinced that 
bie had been miſtaken in any part. 


— :; 1 
Secondhy, That all Chriftians unani- ! 
mouſly owning the Holy Scriptures Wl / 
ns an undoubted Rule both of Do 
Trine and Practice; he had endeavour Wl | 
ed, and always to his Ability would Wl : 
endeavour rightly to underſtand the Bill © 
ſacred Books in all Things concerning Wl / 
both the one and the other; and ac- ll : 
cordingly to conform both his Belic! Bil 
and Actions to them; and particular Will 
ly to underſtand all the Fundamentab 
of Chriſtianity in the very fame Senk 
as he found, or ſhould find them there 
10 be delivered. © Eg repos 
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(29) 

Thirdly, That different Men may 
rery well agree in acknowledging the 
Truth of one and the ſame Doctrine, 
expreſſed in the very ſame Words; 
and in Purſuance thereof may Wir 
their Practice, ſo far as relates to this 
Doctrine, exactly in the very ſame 
Manner; and yet, when they come 
more particularly to explain them 
ſelves, they may have very different 
Ways both of thinking and ſpeaking 
about it ; thus (for Example) all Men, 
that have the uſe of Seh, unanimouſ- 
ly agree that the Sun is a Fountain of” 
Light; that Light" proceeds and comes. 
from the Sun; that Light is a Means or” 
Inſtrument whereby we are enabled-t : 
and that by Means of Light we Find 
Things to be of” different Colours; non. 
have wwe any way without" it, to diflin- 
gufh Colours one from the other, or fo 
much as to conceive” 4 Notion of them; 
and, in Purſuance of theſe Sentiments, 
when they have a Mind to take a di- 
tint View of any Thing, or to di 
| Kinguiſh Things one from another by, 
their Colours, they always ſet them 
in a clear Light; and when the Senſe: 

C 2 - of. 


. 
F 
- . S > 
je 
* 0 
1 
wr 
— TC Y 
- = — — Ld 
400 — Ar " A n r = N 
= 47 3 . * + x * =” G 5 o = p C 
— — 2 - 7 Eo —_ : L S& | I "08 = 12 = : 8 F 
\ * -" - — 1 - \ 4 6 _ ay 7 3 
222 * . oY — 2 — — 4 
q ance > — E ̃ ée! 8 0 


- ( 30 3 | 
of ſeeing begins to fail, they. uſe the 
Helps. of Spectacles or Glaſſes, Gr. 
And yet, when Men come more par- 
ticularly to expreſs their. Conception 
of this whole Matter, how do they | 
differ in their Opinions about Tight 
and Colours? One Man affirms Li g 
and Cours to be nothing but 8 
Another laughs at this, and ſays that 
Light is a ſubtile Bech, and that Co- 
lours are nothing but the Madiſicatian 
of Light accor to the Diſpoſition 
of 5 . the Light, is 
reflected, or Medium whereby it is re- 
fracted, and thereby differently affect 
the C Organ of Seeing; with many more 
Subtilties Which the Philoſophers have 
advanced upon this Subject. And ma- 
ny more there are who walk by the 
Light without the help of this Philo- 
ſophy, and diſtinguiſn Colours as well 
as the moſt learned Man, although 
they themſelves are illiterate. 
In like manner, Let us ſuppoſe ou 
Convert Yew ſhould. tell — N 
that plain Chriftians may e | 
in their Sentiments — 98 1 — reflzons 


touching the Fundamentals of Chili 
Ah, 
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„ | 
anity, in a very ſufhcient Manner for 
the directing of their Practice; and yet, 
if they once indulge themſelves in 
their Speculations about them, they 


my differ not only as much as the 


Philoſophers do about Light and Co-, 
fours, but even as much as Men born 
blind would do, if they ſhould enter - - 
into a Debate about the Objects of 
Sight: For which reaſon he reſolves, 
when he has no Knowledge. of a 
Thing but what comes by Revelation, 


to make uſe of no other Words but 


thoſe of the Revelation itſelf about it; 
or if any other Words have been made 
ule of, which, for the Sake of Peace, 
he will not much oppoſe, it is with 
him an avowed Principle that he will 
interpret all ſuch Words as are of bu» 
man Invention, by the Words of Gd, 
who certainly beſt underſtands what 
he himſelf has thought fit to reveal; 
and not the Words of God, by thoſe 
of human Invention: Nor will he al- 
low any thing to be ſignified by ſuch 
buman Words as are made uſe of to ex- 
Preſs any Point of purely revealed 
4th, but what he apprehends to be 
TO  Honi- 


* 


Ca)... 
ſignified by the Words whereby Gut 
has thought fit to reveal it. And if 
ſuch Words of Men are not to be fe. 
conciled with the Words of Scripture, 
he will reject them, and ſtick to "he 
of the Scripture only. 

 Fourthly, That it is a fundamentd 
Rule of Chriſtianity to- maintain Peace 
and good Agreement, as much as law- 
fully may be done, among all e 
and eſpecially among Chr:/izans. 
therefore, for this Reaſon, he is con- 
tent in the Profeſſion of his Faith to 
make uſe of ſome Words that have bien 
introduced by the Chriſtian Church , but 
always declaring that he means no 
more .by them than what is ſignified 
by the Words of Holy Scripture, fo what- 
ever Opinions he may have about 
Matters of Religion, that either are I 
or ſeem to be different from what the 
Church has determined, he reſolves 
to keep them quietly to himſeif and 
to make no Diſturbance or publick 
Oppoſition about them; except the 
Church ſhould detef mine ſomething 
which he is fully perſuaded to be de- 


ſtructive of ſome of the Fundomentab | 
af 


openly to declare againſt her. 


our Convert Few ſhould: thus, upon 
this Occaſion, make Anſwer to the Bis 


of Reaſon to ſuſpeX him of want of 


liged upon theſe Terms to receive 
him into the Church by Baptiſm ? He 
who reads the As of the Apoſtles, and 


conſiders upon what Terms Men were 


| And, the Keeper of the, Priſon, Chap. 


— 


culty, I believe, to anſwer this De- 
mand, „ 

I leave it to the Judgment of the 
pious and peaceable Reader, what 


between different Churches: And that 
he may the more be diſpoſed to Peace 


| and confider the Trenical Books that 
. - have 


C3  » 
of Chriſtianity ; in which Caſe, he looks 
upon himſelf to be bound in Conſcience 


XXV. Let us ſuppoſe (I fay) that 


ſhop : and that there were no manner 


Integrity ; and then let the "Queſtion 
be, whether the Biſhop would be ob- 


in thoſe Days admitted to Baptiſm ; 
particularly the Eunucl, Chap. vii. 37. 


xvi. zo, Sc. will nd no great Difh- 


Conſequences may from hence be 
drawn for the ſettling of Communion 


I cannot but with that he would read 
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have been writen; and thereunto add 
his -own Prayers. If in ſuch Books 
he finds ſome Things too looſely and 
uncautiouſly faid, he ought to rejedt 
them, but always to embrace what. 
ever tends both to Peace and true 
Piety. e, S i us hah 
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APPENDIX; 
Wherein from the Principles laid. 


down or ſuggeſted in this Dif: 

courſe, an Anſwer is given to 
three moſt important Rueſt= 
ons, the determination whereo 

| nad much conduce to the Re- 


| ftution of Communion be- 


teen different Churches. 


ET us ſuppoſe the Few, whom | 


I have brought upon the Stage, 
oa theſe three Queſtions. 
Firſt, What does God require from 


me :n order to my attaining eternal Sal- 
vation ? 


Secondly, What does the Church's re- 
quire, or rather what oght ſhe to re- 
quire from me, that I may be admitted 
| Into her Communion, and be owned as 
a true Member of her Py ? 

Thirdy. 
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tticular Doctrine. 


(36), 
* Fhirdh, fince . they, 1 1 
Semler to be Chri/tians, are divi 
ded into ſo many Sects, or Churches, 
what Rules muſt 1 follaw - in making 
choice of a Church, with which I ei. 
ther may, or ou cht to hold Commu- 
nion in the worſhip. of God, or hol 
Offices ? 
To the firſt of theſe Queſtion [ 
anſwer, 
Firſt, God requires nothing that b 
| impoſſible from any Man, 
Secondly, It is impoſſible for any Man 
to give his Affent to any particular 
Doctrine, except the Truth of ſuch 
Doctrine appears 20 him, either to be 
Self- evident, or ſufficiently to be proy-, 
ed and fallow. from ſome other Truth, 
which he alrcady acknowledges. From 
whence it follows, even to a Demon. 
ſtration, that, except it be in one of 
theſe two Caſes; God does not requre | 
any Man to give his Aſkent to any 1 


my © ep Tas ay, 3» 


2 


=> 


| 


_ Thirdly, God requires Py eren 

Man that, As far as it is in his Poweh, 
he ſhould always keep his Mind wel 
and —_— Rn to receive Big 
Fourts % 


 Fourthly, God requires from every 
Man that, according to his Capacity, 
and the Opportunities which he en- 
joys, he ſhould diligently enquire into 
the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion, 
and its Fundamentals; and that he ſhould 
form, in his Mind, as clear and pro- 


theſe Fundamentals; giving good At- 
tention to ſuch Arguments as are pro- 
poſed to him for the Proof as well of 
this Religion, in the general, as of 
each of its Fundamentals, in particu- 
lar; and not indulging himſelf in any 
 Prejudices or Prepoſſeſſions that may 
be a hindrance to his impartial ac- 


by theſe his honeſt Endeavours, he 


comes to an Acknowledgment of the 
Tech of the Chriſtian Religion and its 
Fundamentals (as through the bleſſing 


of God he undoubtedly will) then in 
„dhe laſt place, God requires from him 
Wh tit he ſhould diligently conform his 
ite and all his Actions to what he 
1 chus acknowledges, - And if a Man 
al honeſtly, ſincerely, and diligently does 
„al this; it is plain he does all that 
* I. is 
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per a Notion, as he is able of each of 


knowledging of the Truth. And if, 
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is in his power, and conſequently al 
that God requires from him in order 
to his eternal Salvation. E 


The ſecond Queſtion, ſuppoſed to 


be put by the Jew is this, what dies 
the Church require, or rather, what ought 
ſhe to require from me, that I may be 
admitted into her Communion ; and be 


owned as a true Member of her Society 1 


Infants, and ſuch as, by reaſon of 


their want of Capacity, are in the fame | 


Condition with them, being, (as 1 
have already ſaid) not to be' conſidered 
in this Diſcourſe; as to the Caſe of 
adult Perſons, T anſwer: 
To qualify a Man to be a true Mem- 
ber of the Chriſtian Church, and ac- 
cordingly ſo to be acknowledged, three 

things are neceſſary; That is to fay, 
firſt, that he makes a ſufficient Pro- 


feſſion of all the Fundamentals of the 


Chriſtian Religion; ſecondly, that he 


leads a Life ſufficiently conformable} 


to this Profeſſion ; and thirdly, that 
he be received into the Church by 
Baptiſm, „„ 31006 

Now if a Man ſincerely renounce 


all Sin and Wickedneſß, promiſing an 


Vvowing 
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(39) 
yowing to be obedient to all- God's 
| Commands, during the whole courſe 
of his Life; and openly declares his 


Belief of all the Doctrine contained in 


in the foregoing Diſcourſe, the con- 
verted Few is ſuppoſed to do; ſuch. a 
Man makes a. ſufficient Profeſſion of all 


the Fundamentals of the Chriſtian Re- 


fon. N 

1 And if he carefully abſtains from 

every Sin; and, if at any time he has 

| been overtaken by a Sin, immediately 
{Wl rcpents and reforms himſelf from it; 

WHT i, moreover, he makes the beſt En- 

. W quiry he can into the true Senſe of 
. the Apoſtles Creed, as the fame is de- 
« WI livercd in the Holy Scriptures, and ne- 
7 ver witholds or denys his Aſſent to 
- W any Doctrine therein contained, as far 


as he is able to diſcover the meaning 


of it; and laſtly, if he heartily and im- 


e partially endeavours to find out the 
it true meaning of all the Commands of 
Cod, whereby he is to be directed in 
dhe performance of his Duty, and to 
e eie Obedience to every ſuch. Com- 
10 mand to the beſt and utmoſt of his 
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| the Apoſtles Creed, in like manner as, 


* 
* — — = — — — ———— —— ———— — a 


Power -— 


- 7 * n 

— oo "=" 
27 
„„ 


COONS ** r — — 
e LOSSES bo - 
xD 2 EC IRS: pe = is r 


cc 
er 1 Wet 


N . SACS 


—, YC 
Power; he (I fay) who conftanty 
and fincerely does all this, may tru 
be faid to lead a Life ſufficiently cn. 
formable to his Profeſſion, ſufficiently (1 
fay) for him to be reputed a true mem. 
ber of the Chriſtian Church: For what, 
in any other Senſe, is to be look d up. 
on as ſaſicient, I am not now enquir. 
12 the laſt place; if a Man be bop. 
tized with Water in the Name of the 
Father, and of the Sen, and of the HU 
Ghoſt; according to the manner that 
is received and ſettled in any Chriſtian 
Church or Society, even of Schiſma- 
ticks or Hereticks (whether this be 
done by dipping or ſprinkling) fuch a 
Man is truly received into the Church by 
Baptiſm: And if he makes ſufficient 
Profeſſion of the Fundamentals of Chti- 
ſtianity, in the manner above ment! 
oned, and leads a Life ſufficiently con- 
formable to ſuch his Profeſſion; he 
ought to be look'd upon as a true mem- 
ber of the Chriſtian Church. 
And that this is really ſo, I con- 
clude from the following Arguments. 


Firſt ) 
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Fel. Becauſe Chriſt's Command, for 
receiving Diſciples into his Church 
| by Baptiſm, Mat. xxviii. 19. rs truly a2 

poſitive and arbitrary Law: Nor is the 
Obligation of ſuch a Law, conſidered 
in it ſelf, to be extended beyond the 
expreſs Words of it. Now that all 
Chriſt's Diſciples ſhould be baptized in 
the Name of the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghoſt, is indeed there expreſs-' 
jy commanded : But touching the pro- 


per and only Minter of ſuch Baptiſm, 


there is not one expreſs Word, that T 
know of, in all the New Tefament. II 


therefore a Man be ſincerely, and bona 
fide (as the Lawyers ſpeak) baptized 
in the Name of the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghoſt; I ſee no reafon 
| to doubt but that he is baptized ac. 
| ceraing to Chriſt's Command; and there- 
by admitted into the Church ; that is 
to ſay, into the Number of Chriſ's 
| Diſciples, 35 . | 
But it is objected, by ſorne, that his 
| Command, for the Adminiſtration of 
Baptiſm, was given only to the Apoſtles. 
rom whence they infer that none but 
the Apoſtles, and their Succeflore, are 
; - "I-42 the * 


* 


(42), 


the proper Miniſters of B ap 4 f und ah 


ſequently, that Baptiſm, adminiſtred by 
any other perſon, 1s altogether null and 
void. 


ment of theirs be concluſive, by the 
fame rule, they muſt alſo conclude 


that, ſince the Command not only for 


bleſſing, or conſecrating, the Symbols 
of the Body and Blood of Chrif, in 


the Lord's Supper, but alſo for recei. 


wing them, was given to the Apoſtles 
alone, who only were preſent at the 


Inſtitution of that holy Ordinance | 
(Mat xxvi. 20, &c. Mar. xiv. 17, &c. 


Luke xxii. 14. Sc.) therefore none 
but the Apoſtles, and their Succeſ- 
ſors have a Right either to conſe 


crate or to receive the Lord's Supper | 


And if this Conſequence is univerſal 
ly rejected by all Chriſtians; there can 


be no Reaſon why the other, concern- 


ing the Right of adminiſtring Baptiſn 


(which is exactly like it) ſhould be 

admitted. | . 
Secondly, J anſwer, That, whatere! 

may be ſaid of Biſhops or Presbyters; 
It is certain that Deacons were 2 


I anſwer, frft, That if this Argu- 


ee 
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Jook'd upon as the Succeſſors of the 
| Apofiles, in the Chriſtian Church; nor 
does it appear that, at their firſt In- 
ſtitution, they any other Way differed 


from the reſt of the Chriſtian People, 
excepting only that the care of the 
Poor was in a particular manner, com- 
mitted to them; as is moſt manifeſt 
from Acts vi. 3, &c. And yet that Phi- 
lip, who was neither a B:/hop, nor a 
Presbyter, but only a Deacon, baptized 
many People, 1s beyond controverſy, 
Acts viii. 12, Cc. 95 4 

Is it therefore lawful (you will ſay) 


for every Layman, at his Pleaſure, to 
| take upon himſelf the Office of Bap- 
| tizing? By no means: For this would 


be a Diſturbance of that Order, which 


| ought to be carefully preſerved in 
every well ſettled Society, and parti- 
| cularly in the Chriſtian Church, But 
| what I fay is, that when in any Soci- 
ety of Chriſtians (even ſuppoſing them 
to be Schiſmaticks, or Hereticks) there 


are certain Minifters appointed for the 


| Adminiſtration of Baptiſm; whoſoever - 


b, by any of theſe Miniſters; baptized 


in the Name of the Father, the Son, 


and 
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(44); 


and the Holy Ghoſt, facts Baptiſm, 


however otherwiſe irregular, is yet 


ſufficient to introduce the Perſon bap- 


tized into the Chriſtian Church. And 


to be of this Opinion I am farther. in- 
duced. | 
Secondly, Becauſe this was always 


the Judgment of the Catholick Church 


concerning the Baptiſm not only. of 
Schiſmaticks, but even of Heretic; 


(altho' for ſome time St. Cyprian, and 


the 4/ricans, who followed him, gave 
oppoſition to it) which is a thing fo 


well known as not now eto need a 


o 
Thirdiy, Becauſe, i ve dpi from 


this Rule, we immediately fall into 


perplexed Difficulties concerning the 


Validity of Baptiſm, . which m raiſer 


queſtions, rather than godly edifying, 


which is in Faith : Whereas the end f 


theCommandment is Charity cut of a 


pure Heart and of a good Conſcience, | 


and of Faith unfeigned; as St. Paul 
teaches us; 1 Tim. 1. 4, 5. 

Fourthly , Becauſe the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion no farther inſiſts upon things 
that are ceremonial, and , eie Lili. 
CASA 5 | button, 
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zution, than as it is manifeſt that they 
are plainly commanded and enjoyned 


| by God. And therefore where God's 


is not ſet down in expreſs Words, we 
muſt not, by any means, give the force 
of a Law, to our own Conjectures, 
but always follcwo after the things which 
make for Peace; Rom. xiv. 19. For T 
will have Mercy and not Sacrifice, ſays 
God, Mat. ix. 13, No Law of God in- 


But that he will paſs Judgement up- 
on us on Account of his Moral rather 


from the main Tenor not only of the 
New Teſtament but the Old one alſo. See 
Ja. i. 11. Cc, Mie. a. 6, We. 

The Few's- third Queſtion is this: 
Since they, who profeſs themſelves to be 


Chriſtians, are divided into ſo many Setts, 


inmoking choice of a Church, with which 
Teither may or ought to hold Communion 
in the Worſhip of God, or holy Offices 8 
Por anſwer to this Queſtian, I pro- 
poſe theſe three Rules. 
Kol. I. We ought not to maintain or 


* 


Command, about ſuch things as theſe, 


deed is to be deſpiſed or neglected: 


chan his Ceremonzal Laws, is very plain 


or Churches: What Rules muſt J follcw, 


| hold 


A ie ods, 
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(a th any Church 
or Society whatever, in any Thin 
that is contrary to any Law of God, 
whatever good End is or may he 
pretended for ſo doing. For we muſt 
not on any Account do Evil that Good 
may come, Rom. iii. 8. 
FNeul. 2. It is not only lawſul, but 
our Duty alſo, when occaſion offers, to 
hold and maintain Communion with 
every Church or Chriſtian Society, in 
all Things that are truly good, and 
conformable to the Law of God. And 
this notwithſtanding that ſuch Church 
may, in other Things, have departed 
from the Truth : Always provided | 
that we give no Manner of Counte- 
nance to any Thing that is erroneous, 
but on the contrary, give all the fit 
and open Oppoſition to it that we i 
can, For, whatever is not forbid- 
den by any Law of -God, is. certainly 
lawful ; and whatever manifeſtly tend 
to promote Peace, Agreement, and 
Charity among Men, and more eſpe: 
cially among Chriſtians, is as Certain- 
ly or. Duty; provided that nothing 
ſinful be contained or included in it. 


| Rul. J 
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' Rul. z. When a Church is eſtabliſh- 


\ WH Commonwealth ; in the Communion. 
x Wl whereof all Things neceſſary to Salva- 
t ton may be had, without the Impoſi- 
ton of any Thing that is /nful ; the 


not to be rejected, on Account of fome 
indifferent things that are impoſed by 
h £17.97 Authority, And this for the 
in Reaſons given in the ſecond Rule. 
il BY As for the Application of theſe Rules, 
nd if and of the who!d Doctrine contained 
ch both in the Appendix and the preceed- 


ed ing Diſcourſe, to particular i Caſes and - 


cd WF Churches, I recommend it and leave 


te. it (es before) to the Judgment and 


us, Wy Conſcience of every pious and peace- 
für able Reader. 5 
and ſince there yet remain ſo ma- 
id. ny Nations in the World who are ig- 
nly norant both of Chriſt and God; let us 
f not, by our ſuperfluous Wrangling, and 
7 


Multitude of Books, even afright 


pe: them from the Love of the Goſpel; 


an and much leſs render thoſe, who pro- 
ing Kess themſelves Chriſtians, doubt- 
| dul and uncertain to what Church 
3 F 


ed by the Laws of any Kingdom or 


Communion of ſuch a Church ought 
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i MW ſhould | joyn Woh or which ; 
x particular, Religion they ſhould en 
| | brace: And if they make Choice of thi 
1 Right - ſide, let us not torment, tire, an | 
g even deſtroy them, by leading them into 
1 an inextricable Maze of Words, Books 

bl and unneceſſary Queſtions. The, Hon 
= Pax 1 in Terra, Page 166... 
3 FIN £8) 

9 Y the moſt Reverend Dr. = RD SYNGE! 

| | | late Lord Arch-Biſhop of Tuam in Ireland, 

{ || is written the following excellent Treatiſe on 
1 the Sacrament. Price 3d. or 205. a Hundred. 
'| An Anſwer to all the Excuſes and Prem 
4 which en ordinarily make for their not ming 
\þ to the Holy Communion : To which is added, A 
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brief Account of the End and Deſign of the Hol 
Communion, the Obligation to receive it, the Way | 
to prepare for it, and the Behaviour of ourlelves | 
both at and after it. The fifteenth Edition. 
N. B. This Book (neceſſary to be read on the 
Approach of every Sacrament Day through. 
out the Year, by all Sorts and 8 
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Numbers thereof, n 
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